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Office Action Summary 
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Examiner ^ i /) 
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— Tfte MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
Peri d for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE __±TL__MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 


- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 

□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on_ 

□ This action is FINAL 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 


Disposjii n of Claims 

Qr Claim(s) _ 


. is/are pending in the application. 


Of the above claim(s)- 


□ Cj^im(s) 


gfciaim(s): 4 muA H M 1-11 


is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
. is/are allowed. 


gfClaim(s) 2- ' 
□ Claim(s) 


is/are rejected. 
. is/are objected to. 


Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Pri rity under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All DSome* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
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□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 


- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 


□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
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Attachm^ht(s) 
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OH^otice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing R view, PTO-948 
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□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Oth r 
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Art Unit: 3764 


DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 


1. Claims 6-13 and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 6-13, the phrase "or the like" is vague and indefinite because it does not define 
what the scope of the structural limitations is in reference to. In claims 22-24, the phrase "or the 
like" is vague and indefinite. In claim 24, there is a lack of antecedent basis for "the tip", "the 
hook" and "the lip flange". 


2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1 and 14-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kidd. 

Kidd discloses in figures 1-7 a fastener comprising a locating means 74, a connecting 
means 76, an attachment means 70 and a complementary connecting means (the slot that 76 is 
fitted inside of in fig. 6). The fastener is manually adjustable (via turning screw 80). The device 
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further includes first and second arches (12, 14). Note: No patentable weight was given to any of 
the structural limitations pertaining to the "extension member". The reason why no patentable 
weight was given to the "extension member" is because it was only recited as a structural 
limitation with an intended use with the fastener. 

4. Claims 2-13 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. Thornton '376 and Meade '986, each discloses upper and lower arch and a fastener. 
Although each of these references is relevant prior art, neither could be used to reject any claims, 
in the first office action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Michael Brown whose telephone number is (703) 308-2682. 

M. Brown 
September 10, 2002 


Primary Examiner 



